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THE 
kino of REIN ARD the FOX; 


| 
| CHAP. I. How a great F eaſt was proclaimed by 
„the Lyon at his Court, and how. the Wolf and 
his Wife and the Hound, Complain'd -againſt 
Reynard the Fox, and the Event of the ſame. 


T was when the UTiods were clothed with the 
gren Attire, and rhe Meadows adozned with 
delicate and kragrant Flowers with the Birds 

a. wertlyChanting koꝛth their harmonious Songs 
in the entrance of delicate Spꝛing. The Lyon the 
King of Bcalts,; intending to celebzate the Feaſt or 
Orpheus, in great State and Ceremony, and keping 
+ bpen Tourt in his Palace of Sanden. He ſent fozth 
bis Royal Pzoclamation over his Kingdoms, to all 
| the Beaſts whatever, upon pain ol Contempt, to reſoꝛt 
| ro Celebzate this great Braſt, vvichaut delay. 

Pow when this King had aſſembled his Court, 
there vvere lepv Beaſts found, hut made their com- 
| plaint againſt the Fox, eſpecially Iſegrim the Wolf, 
, vvho made the firſt Tomploint, having his friends 
and Kindzed with him ſtanding bekoze the King; 
aid, Wolf dꝛead Soverangn Lozd the King . J bes 
| Leech, accozding to your great Povver. you vvould 
take pity on me and my ddl ike fo2 the great Jnjires 
I have. fuffered by that falſe Creature Reynard the 
Fox ſhall it pleaſe you, this Reynard cdme into my 
Houſe and by violence-, againſt the will of my 
A 2 | Wife, 


ner 


CHF 
Wife, where finding my Childzen lying in a quiet 
Couch, he bepiſt them in ſo rank a manner, that 
they became inſtantly Blind; koꝛ which Shame and 
Uillany he hath done me and my Mike J cannot 
ſuffer it unregarded, expecting from him Amends, 
and from your Majeſty Juſtice. 


When the Wolf had ſpoken theſe Wods , there 


ſtept loꝛtch a little Hound called Curtiſe, who made 
a grievous Complaint unto the King againſt rhe 


For, ſaying, in the extreme cold Seaſon of the 
Winter, when the Froft was molt violent, he had 
ben kept from all manner of Pꝛey, lo that he was 
half Star ved, and having but one po Pudding left, 
he the laid Reynard toł it unjuſtly from him. The 
Hound had hardly uttered theſe WMozds, but up 
farts Tibert the Cat, and falling befoze the King, 
laid, my Lowdd the King, I muſt confeſs that Reynard 


the For is much complained againſt, yet each of theſe | 
will find enough fo2 his own Clearing, fo2 concern» 


ing Curtiſe the Hound, the Dffence was commit- 
ted long ſinte, the Pudding was mine, though J com- 
plained not, fo2 J got it out of a Mill by Night. 
when the Miller lay aſleep, ' Upon theſe wozds of 
rhe Cat, ſtept fo2th the Panther, and laid it was juſt 
and god to Complain againſt Reynard fo1 that all 
the Moꝛld knew he was a Thief, Murderer, and Ua- 
nither, and was falſe to every Creature; J ſhall tell 
you what J ſaw him do yeſterday to Raward the 
Hare that ſtandeth in the King's Pꝛelente, he pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed him he would teach him to fing Credo, and 

make him a god Chaplain, had J not come Þþy , = 
. e 


| 
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(5) 
he had got him betwen his Legs and had caught 
Kaward by the Thꝛoat, and had taken away his Life 
had J nor come by and pꝛevented him; and there- 
foe, O my Lo the King, if you ſuffer him to go 
unpuniſhed that hath bꝛoken your Peace, your Chil- 
den hereafter will bear the ſlander of his Evil; cer- 


| » tainly Panther, faid Iſegrim, you [ay true. 


CHAP. II. How Grimbard the Brock ſpoke in 


behalf of Reynard before the King. 


NRimbard the Brock who was Sifters, Son to 
Reynard the Fox, being moved with muchAnger 


(aid, Iſegrim you are malicious, and as the Pzoverb 


is, Malice never ſpeaks well of any: But what have 
po't to ſay againſt my Kinſman Reynard, J wiſh 


pou would adventure, that he that hath done the 


molt injury may die the Death; foz J tell vou, 


was he here in Court in Favour as you are, he would 
make vou ask Foꝛgiveneſg fo2 your Offences, fo: 


have not vou often bitten and toꝛe my Kmſman 
with your venomous Teth? have vou fozgot how 
you cheated him with the Place, which he thꝛew 
down from the Cart ? vou ſnatching it up lekt 
lefr him nothing but the Bones which pou could not 
tat, and alſo the Flitch of Bacon whole Taſt was ſo 
god pou alone eat it up, though my Kinſman, 
got it with the danger of his Life, being caught by 


the Owner in a Sack: all which Injuries pour Ma⸗ 
jeſty may underſtand are unſufferable, J mult indeed 


confeſs my Kintman lay with his Mike, but it 
A 3 was 


(6) 

was leben years befoze lſegrim Wed her, what cre- 
dit gets he by Slandzing his Wife when He is not 
troubled at it ? 

Now comes Kaward the bare , with his Com⸗ 
plaint which is but a Tritte ; fot if he would not 
learn his Leſſon can you blame his Sthool maſter 
Reynard fo giving him due Correction? And tat 5 
koꝛ Curtiſe, that which with great pains had in winter 
got a pudding when-Uittuals was [tant, had he not 
Stole it himtelk, who tan blame Reynard fa2 raking 
away ſtoln goods from a Thief 2 My Unkle is a 
Gentleman and a true Man, and cannot endurr 
falſehood, he doth nothing without the Counſel o a 
Pꝛieſt. And fince our Lozd the Bing bath made 
Peate, he never thought hurt to any, he eats but 
oner a daß he chaſtiſerh his Body, weabcth a Spier 
of: Hair, dr is u Year ſince he rat any Fitth as I 
have been infoumed , he-hath fazlaken his Thttle: 1 
P02 Hermitage retains him; he Hath viltribored 


His Wealth,.and lit es upon Alms, and dorh infinite 


Pennance fox his Sing, and los lean withbaliing, 


8 H AP. III. How Reynard the Fox is complained 
| of by the Cock. 


Tous wild Grimbard his Mephew ltd Preach 
Jing, there was bought pon a Bier by Chante- 
cler the Cokk, a dead Ben, whom Reynard had bit 
off the Mind, and was bzought befoze the King to 
take knowledge thereof ; on one fide of the Bier 
went two lozrowkull Hens being the two katreſt Hens 
berwen Holland and Arden, the Hens be w ot 

them 


1 


k 
1 


| 


N 


from harm till Reynard that. 


ſudde nl leized on one of my Childzen and boze ir 


C9, 
them a burning Taper, theſe bens were Siſter to | 
Coppel which lay dead on the Bier; in marchingy they 
crytd lack and well-a-day for the Death of our 
dear Siſter Cappel: they wept fo loud 20 the Hills 
gave Eccho to their fad moan. being ro 
beloꝛe their King, then kneled' down and ſpake , 


4. Molt mighty Lozd our King, vouchfafe to hear our 


-omplaint and redzels the great Injury that Rey- 
nard hath done me and my Childzen, ſkanding here 
weping before von. In April when the Weather 
was tair, J eng im in 115 N or my Pzide becaule 


of the great Drp! cane off, J which ht pa⸗ 
kant S pn and fee 2 pughrers w ich my = 
hatehed, oft which Werk firong and kat, wy oy > in 


a Yord wen wald and fp Halte halt belr 

Alles ys — 

bappinets, =_ J tes made pi ts tipo 
89 5 0 bf Nene th yas Be U. A 

ons ; Hit at flak the 4 an is 

er to read ſcaled wich vote ell 

dry e uche An Wajicp bad wilde peace. 
th 9 9 Pr tp your whole Rtalm, and 1. 9 Þ 
120 5 appt nl on? onother, J 402 him 

0 tome a Monk, vowin 19 pertozm Pennante 
fo2 hig datly Sing and Wee FIDE At Book 


and hig Vat Nag en, pong never, 6 
to rat RY og his Credo he laid m down 1 

ver « Thor "I's "hery glad go bear. this. ae 
tak no bed „ but Locked my Childzen . , 


falſe Ke ee er ee us nd 
A 4 awap, 


(8) 
Away, and having taſted the ſwetneſs of our Fleſh 


he lefr us not till he had deſtroyed fifren of my | 


| Childzen, and yeſterday Coppel my Daughter which 
| 1yeth dead on the Bier, a Kennel ol Hounds reſcued 
her from him: This is my lad Complaint, which J 
beg ot your Pighneſs that you would take bete on me 
and my fair Childꝛen. 


CHAP. IV. The Anſwer of the King to the 
Cock's Complaint. 


IHE King hearing all this,ſpake to,ſoGrimbard, 
do you hear what Complaints is made againſt 


your-Unkle , he hath faſted and pꝛayed well hath he -- 


not? J vow if J live a year longer, he thall dearly 
Lutter fo? this, c fo2 you Mr.Chantecleer, J have heard 
| your Requeſt , and fo2 zour Daughter that is dead 

FE her Burial, and with lolemn Dirge put her into 
the arth with worthip ; in the mean time we will 


conſult with our Loꝛds how to do you Right againg + 


dhe Murtherer Thele following Letters were Jn- 
raven on her Tomb-ffone; , 


F pel,Chantecler's Daughter, whom Reynard | 
the Fox hath ſlain, lyeth here buried, mourn thou 


that readſt it, for herDeath was unjuſt &lamentable. 
Aterth(s, the King having conſulted his Lozds, 
it was in the end concluded, That Reynard chould 
de Summoned to appear befoze the King by a day 
Retr. of anſwer theſe foul Crimes layed to his 
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Charge : "So Bruin the Bear was pitched upon to | 


a delſver the mellage. 
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CHAP. V. How Bʒuin the Bear ſped, in his 
Meſſage to Reynard the Fox. 


H E next mozning went Bruin the Bear, to ab 
| Reynard the Fox, and coming though a dark 
Forreſt which had a By-path where Reynard uſed 


when he was hunted, he went over a high mountain 


where Reynard had a Caſtle called Malepardus , 
where he lay both fo2 Defence and Cale; and com: 
ing to this Caſtle he found the Gate ſhur, which 


_ after he had knocked he late him down on his Tail, 


and called aloud, Sir Reynard, are you at home? J 
am Bruin your "Kinſman „tome to ſummon you 


to Court, toanſwer ſeveral complaints againſt pou, 


and if you appear not to our Summons, the King 
hath vowed vou ſhall anſwer it with vour Like; 
Reynard lying cloſe by the Gate, and hearing theſe 


wozds, departed into one ok his holes, where he 


plotted how he might bzing the Bear into dilgrate, 


(whom he knevv loved him not,) and allo to himfclf 
honour; at laſt he ſtarrs out ot his hole, and tomes 


forth and laid, Dear Unkle you are very vvelcome, 


A vvas buſie vvhen you ſpoke, a ſaying my Evening: 
Song, Devotion muſt not be left, J am fozry vou 
have taken this long and painfull Journey, koꝛ cer⸗ 
tainly had not you tome, J had been at Court to 
mozrow on my ovvn accozd ; foz my part J could 


with vve vvere both at Court , fo2 ſince. J habe left . 
eating ficſh, my Body is much diſtempered and 
 TucRed as if it vvould bzcrak: alas dear Colſen, an- 
| Twered * Bear, what meat is it that makcg pou fy 


b 


(10) 

ill? Unkle, ſaid he, what will you be the better ty 
know, we pw? eat fo2 Neceſſity; which others eat 
fo: UWantonneſs ? But chat which J eat was Yony: 
combs, full and pleaſant ; and quoth Bruin, do yo} 
make lo flight of Hony-Combs, that is Meat fo che 
'greateft Emperoz's Fare? Nephew, help me to ſome 
of it and J will be your Friend fo2 ever. Nay quoth 
the Fox, it you be in earncf, J will bzing pou where 
you ſhall Have ſo much; ot it as: your can devour. at 
a Meal. Theſe words: pleaſed the Bear lo that he 
coul hardly Rand fo laughing: well thought the 
Fox J wül lead him where he ſhall laugh but on 
one Gdeof his Mouth; the Fox pomj(ced him as 


to the Hotile of dum ¶andferet this Land feret was a 
Zurdy Carpenter, who had in his Yard a great 
moalty Pak, in which he had track ts edges, lo 
that che:clefr ova great way apen, the For xt 
jovced to lee it, ſo wich-aſmiling eamctenance; hi 
faid;Dear Mule be caretul, fo: within'vhis Treb ds | 
murh Honp, try if you can get it, but eat mover 
fo a Surfer is dangerous, fo; which J wound 


— Non as he could tat, at last. he d2ought hun 


ſoꝛ a ũdloꝛid vou ſhaluld get. Do not think me debe | 
Fool; aid iche Bear, but Jean eat without hurt e 
true, my belt Unkle,'J anew bold; J May uu, Gadd 
Reynard enter the Lr; the Beat wich halt ed roted 
with his two bode fert, and thuft his Head into ne 
Cleft: quite over his Ears, which as ln as the For 
perceived, he pullꝰd out the Wedges out ot the Troy, | 

&Ttharhe locked the Brar Laff therein, and Andin 
3 —— of reliet, he howled in a moſt 
deous 
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CAT 3 

deous manner, ſo that the Carpenter came haſtily 
dur of his houſe, having in his hand a ſharp hk; 
che For ſtanding afar olf, ſajd to the Bear, is the 
Hony god Unkle ? you ear, how do your like it, 
habe a care you do not Surkeit! ? having thus (aid, he 
lett him and went to his Caſtle. By this time 
-Landferet (teing the Bear faſt, went to his Peigh⸗ 
bours and told rem that there was a Bear in his 
Hard kalt in a Tree , which when ic was known, 

Hen, Women, and Chilvren came with Sticks in 


„ 


> the Prop lekell upon the Bear with their Clubs 
and Staves they lelt him almoſt dead upon the 
place. At laſt he made his Eſcaye; bitterly turũng 
them and the For, that bzonght him to this milery: 
At laft with great Pain and Grief he arrived ar 
the King's Court, where he teied, Behold dꝛead So⸗ 
beraign koꝛ doing your Koyal pleaſure Jam bwonght 
to this dilgrate; then lad the King, how burfthe do 
this, J (wear by my Crown J will rake Revenge 
which ſhall mabe this Traytoꝛ tremble. Mpan which,. 
were fummoned another Cduntil, where it was a- 
reed to ſend 'Tibert the Cat. | 


CHAP. VI. How Tftbcrt the Cat was ſent by the 


2 King to Summon Reynard to Court. 
| Tis wh. Iibertthe Cat ſent bythe King to ſum⸗ 
mon Reynard to appear under pain —_— 
igheſt 


— 


—ä 


(12) 
higheſt diſpleaſure ; Tibert was very loth to under: 
dertake this hazardous Journey, knowing howeruelly 
Sir Bruin the Bear was befo2e uſed, hut daring nit 
to diſobey the King's Command, he at laſt under: 
tok it, where with much difficulty he at laſt arri 
ved at Malepardus , where he found the For ſtand⸗ 
ing befozc his Taſtle Gate, to whom Tibert thus laid, 
Health to my fair Touſen Reynard, the King by me 
Summons you to Court, which if you neglect, vou 
mult expect nothing but ſudden death: the For re: | 
plyed, welcome dear Coulen, J obey pour command, | 
and wiſh my Lo2d and King all happineſs, only let 
me deſire of you dear Couſen, to ſtay all night, and 


to mo2row early J will wait upon you, fo2 there is na 


Kinſman J can trult but your ſelf ; here was Sir 
Bruin the other day,that lok'd upon me with that 
Cruelty that J would not foz the Wealth of an Em. 
pire truſt my Perſon with him; J will then go with | 
vou, were a thouſand Sickneſſes upon me; Tibert re: 
plyed, you [peak like a Gentleman, J am content 
to ſfay: truly in my ſtoꝛe J having by me but a 
Hony⸗ Tomb, what think you of it? it is Meat Jcare | 
not fo2,. Þ had rather have a mouſe , a mouſe dear 
Couſen! here dwells a Pꝛieſt hard by,hatha Barn full | 
of mite; O dear Reynard, lead me thither and J will | 
be your Servant koꝛ ever, but ſaid the Fox, do vou 
love mice ſo well? yes beyond expꝛeſſion, ſaid the Cat. 

CHAP, VII. How Tibert the Cat was 

| deceived by the Fox. 

Then replyedthe Fox, you do but jeſt, by my Life, 


(aid the Cat, J do not; well ſince it is lo, J will 
. 


r ( 13) | 
ig ping you to a place where you ſhall have your de: 
re with ſped. Now the Night befoze , the Fox 
L= had ſtole into the Pꝛieſt's Barn and had ſtole a far 
4] Hen, which angred the Pzſeſt that he had ſet a ſnare 
d-| pefoze the Hole to catch bim the next time, which 
d. the For was aware of; therefoze ſaid he to Tibert, 
ie crep fn at this Hole, and you ſhall have moze than 
Wu pou are able to devour, and when your Belly is 
e full, come out and J will wait fo2 you, and ta 
D | morow we will go to Court, but ſtay not tw long: 
But ſaid the Cat, may J go ſafe, fo2 Pꝛieſts are 
d fubtle? Couſen, ſaid the For, J never knew vdu a 
0 Coward before ; the Cat aſhamed, ſpzang quickly in, 
C | bur was quickly caught faſt by the Neck, which as 
{| ſon as the Cat felt he (capt back again, ſo that the 
„Snare cloſed and had like to have ſtrangled him, lo 
h that he began to erclaim againſt Reynard piteoully: 
The Fox heard all, and rejoyted and in great ſcozn 
| ſaid, Couſen 1 ibert, love yon Mite? but all this 
a | while the Catmew'd ſadly, the Pzieſt aroſe out of his 
e Bed and called up his Strvants, taying, the Thief is 
taught that (foleourHens, the For is taken; after that 
l he tame to Tibert and ſmote him with a great Staff 
1 | that he ſtruck out one ol the Cat's eyes, the Cat per- 
u ceibing his Death near, leapt betwen the Pzieſts 
Legs and faſten'd with his Claws on the Pzieſts 
Genttals, which his Wife ſaw, ſware che had rather 
loſt the whole Dffering of ſeven years than ts have 
koſt her Husbands Stones: all this while the For ſtod 
l | befoze the Hole, laughed ertreamly, and jered the 
Pꝛieſt s Wife, in the mean time the Prieſt fell into a 


182 


Sound, 


ax true, J will go with vou, not to anſwer Offences, | 
know the Court ſtands in ned of me, J know Þ | 


t 
i 


toMalepardus, where he found keynartl 4 his Wite 


( 74 ) 
Sound, they all left the Tat, and the For and returned 
home to his Caſtle, thinking the Tut palt recovery; 
but the po2 Cat [ing all his Foes about the Piel 
bulic, the pzelently knawed the Cozd alunder, any 
made her eſcape out ok the hole, and wenk coartag 


and crying to the King's. Court, fo2 by the For's 


cratt his body was hzuiled and one of his eyes lot, 
that when the King beheld him, he grew infinitcly! 
angry, and tok Countel once moze to be rebenged 
on the For. 


CHAP. VIII. How Bfock was ſent to Summon the 
Fox to Court. . 


Then laid the King, go thou Sir Grimbard, but take 
herd, koꝛ Reynard is lubtie and crafty, Brock 
thanked his Maſeſty and taking; bis lcave., went 


ſpozxting with their young UWhelps, then having 
ſaluted his Unkle and Aunt, he laid, Take hed, dear 
Unkle, how pour abſence from the Court doth not 
do you moze Miſchiek than you are aware, 2 the 
Complaints againſt you are many and great, this 
is the third Summons, and if you delay coming, ya 
and yours will ſind no mercy, fo in th2& days your 
Caſtle will be demoliſed, and your Kindzed made 
Slaves , and zou a publick example; cherelaꝛe dear 
Unkle go with me to Coutt, J doubt- not „ bt 
that your diſcretion will excule you , and vou ap- 
pear Innocent. Reynard anlwered, O Mephew you 
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( 15) 

have many enemies, J will ſonclear my Innotentę, 
it is envy of. others that hath made me leave the 
Court nevertheleſs Nephew, J will go with pou to 
Court and anl wer koz my lelk, than hazard the wel⸗ 
fair of my Wife and Childzen, the Ring is mighty, 


It he do me injury J will bear it with Patience; and 


turning to his Mike he ſaid;Dame Ermelin, have & 
care of my Childzen, if J eſcape-doubr not but mx 
love hall requite you : At this ſhe wept and her Chil- 
dzen howled,fo2 their Lozd and Uictualler wasjzgone 
and his Caſtle unpꝛovided. 9 


cap. 1X. How Renard ſhrove himſelf to 


Grimbard the Brock. 


When Reynard and Grimbard had gone a great 
wap on in their Journey, Reynard laid, dear Co: 
zen blame me not, ik my life be full ot care I ſtrive to 
blot out my fins by Kepentante, that my Soul may 
be quiet; then Reynard ſaid, I habe grievouſly ollen: 
ded againſt all the Beaſts that live, elpetially mo 
Unkle Bruin the Bear, and Libert the Cat; whom J 
inſnared in a Ginn ; J have Trelyafſed againſt Chan- 
tecleer and his Childꝛ n; nay J have abuledthe King, 
J have dandꝛed him and his Queen, J have betrayed 
Hegrim the Wolf, and called him Unkle though he 
was none of my Kindzed, J made him a Monk ol Et- 
mane, alſobecame one of that Oꝛder only to do him 
Milchiek; J made him bind his Fat in the Bell-rop? 


do teach him to King, but the Peal had like to have 


coft him his Like: taught him to catch Fiſh, by 


| | which he was lo finely banged; J lead him to Leal 


Bacon 


| | 
SS | 
Bacon at a rich Pꝛielt's Houſe ; J raiſed the whole 
Town againſt him, and then went where the Pꝛieſt 
was at Meat with a fat Hen befoze him, which J 
ſnatched awap from him, lo the Pꝛieſt cryed kill the 
For, with theſe wozds,he thꝛew his Knife at me, but Þ 
mils d me, he purſuedine,crying kill the For; then > - 
let the Hen go, and ſpang thꝛough a hole, J got in 
 Cafety. Now the Pzieſt took up the Hen and elpied 
Iſcgrimthe Wolf and cryed,ffrike Friends; this is he, 
let him not elcape; then the people got together and 
almoſt killed the Wolf, fo2 this J ask fozgiveneſs: 
But the Fox ſtill glancing his Eye towards the Pul: | 
len, koꝛ the ill that was bꝛed in the Bones ſtuck to his 
Fleſh, and his Eyes wandered akter the Pullen, which 
Brock noting, ſaid, Fie diſſembling Couſen, why wan: 
der your eyes after the Pullen ? the Fox quickly re. 
plyed, Nephew, you do me injury, fo my Eyes wan: | 
dꝛed not, J was ſaying a Pater-noſterfo2 the Souls 
of the Pullen J have fo:mcrly ſlain, in which Devo-| * 
tion you hinder ame. Now by this time they dꝛew 
near the Court, which as ſon as the For perceived, | 
he _ ko; fear, koꝛ the many Crimes he had to 
antwer, | | | 


CHAP. X. How Reynard the Fox came to Court, | 
and how he excuſed himſelf before the King. 


FD K as (en as it was known in Court that Rey- 

nard the For and Grimbard hisCouſen were toms, 
every one from the higheſt to the loweſt, pzepaved 
themſelves to accuſe him, at which Rey nard's Heart 
gquaked , bit kept hig Cotinrenance, and went as 
1 | pꝛeudly 


( 


paoudly as cber, with his Couſen thꝛaugh the irivts, = 


and came as fine into the Court, as it he were the 
King's Son, and as unconcerned as the moſt Inno- 


tent: and when come befoze the King he lald, Heaven 
Deſerve your Majeſty in Glozy and Renown ; 


allure your Highneſs , that there never cams be⸗ 


'foze vou a moze Lopaller Sulj.& than my ſelf, 


and fo will die; yet J know there is leveral in your 
Court, that ek my Life if they could, but e 1— 
lſeved by your Majeſty, but J now vou hake 
Slanderers and Flatterers that (warm about mol 

Courts. Upon theſe wo2ds; the King ſaid, Peace 


. Traitzrous Reynard, J know pour Falſbod and 


Diſimulation, think you thar you can dereive me? 
Know thar the Peace that J commanded pou have 
boken. Upon this, Chantecleer tried out, M what 


* | have J loft by this Prace ! be fill Chantecieer, and 
then he poce«ded, ſaying, Thou meer Devil a⸗ 
- monglt the Gap ,, with what Face canſt thou 


pretend to love me, when all theſe bekoze me, 
whoſe Wounds tand in Blodp defiance of the? 
laid the For, my Low, if Bruin'g Crown be bloody, 
if your Majeſty lend him on a Mellage, and de 
ſteal Honey and receive Wounds; J cannot help it » 
and ik Tibert the Car, ſtcal into che Pꝛieſt's Barn 
to carch Mice, and lole his Eyes, J cannot help it, 
O my dead Loꝛd, you may do your Pleaſure With 
me, however J am as Innotent, as the Child un- 
bon. Upon this Bruin the Bear, Bellia the Kam, 
Kayward the Hare; Iſegrim the Wolf, Bruel the 
Goole, Baulden the Alg, Borel the Bull, the Went: | 

* and 


— 


"© 03 
and Chantecleer the Cock, with all their Childzen, 
all theſe with one Noiſe cryed out againſt the Fox, 
and ſo moved the King, that he cauſco the Fox to 
be Arreſted and Judged to Dratg. 


CHAP. XI. How Reynard the Fox was Judged \ 


to Death. 


U bon this, a Parliament was ſummoned, and ap⸗ 


pear'd, befoze whom Reynard was tryed and 
Sentenced to be Execured by general conſent, tho 


he anlwered all that was objcited againſt him with 


great Crakt, bur (o2 all this the For was ſenten- 
ced to be Hanged till his Body was dead: at Which 


Sentance Reynard hung down His Head with grear - |. 


Sadneſs. Upon this, Grimbard his Nephew and 
divers others of his Kindꝛed lekt the Court we ping, 
not enduring to læ him Erecutey ;-tok their leave 


of the King very lad: but when the Ring noted whar 


gallant young Gentlemen of the Fox's Relations, 
he laid, that though the For had ſome faults , vet 
he had many Friends, and as rhe King was thtis 
muling, the Cat ſaid to the Bear, Sir Brum ang 


you. Sir lſegrim, why do you not execute him? fo: 


the Evening is almoſt come, and you know the 
Fox's craft. therefoze exetute him pꝛelently, but 


Iſegrim anſwered, - your Anger puts out the eye ol 


pour Reaſon, had we a Halter, we would Leon 


diſpatch him. Reynard, who had been Gilent a great 
while, anſwered, J intreat you ſhoꝛten my Pain, 
Tibert hath a Coꝛd ſtrong enough, in which himlelk 


was 


a> 
22 
Pay 


(19) 
was hanged at the Pꝛieſt's houſe ;. Oh let me be 
hanged in that by the Pꝛieſt, and not by mp own 
Kindꝛed, bur ſince you are reſolved to be my Hang 


men, delay not, and beware J do not cſcape ; an- 


ſwered Pruin, it is the bcſt Connſel J ever heard 


vau give: lo {ſegrim and his Friends guarded the 
For, ſaith Reynard, J fear not Death, J law mp 


Father dye, and he quickly vaniſhed, Death is 
kamiliar to me, J fear it not; then ſaid Iſegrim, let 
us go, fot his Turlc ſhall not fall on me fo2 delay. 
When they were come to the place of Execution, 


the King and Nugn, and all the Nobility tok 


their Places, to ſ& the the For die: then Reynar 


* full of Sozrow, bethinking himſelf how to cſcape 


this danger, and to ſnſnare his pꝛoud Enemies, 
and to dꝛaw the King on his fide ; as he was ſfudp- 


ing about his Elcape, the Wolf ſaid to Bruin, now 


take your full Revenge, fo2 now the day is come 
we wicht koꝛ, Tibert quickly aſcend, bzing the Rope 


to the Gallows, make a running Noſe, fo! this dap 
you ſhall have your will, and good Sir Bruin ſee 


he eſcape not whilſt Þ raiſe the Ladder: when all 
things were ready, the Fox ſaid, now my Heart 
is heavy, ko Death ſtands grimly befoze me, J 
tannot eſcape : My dzead Lozd the King, and you 
my Lady the Nuen , gront me this requelt bekoze 


dye, that J may unload my Conſcience, that by | 
the aſſiſtance ol your Pꝛapers J may be made happy 
hereafter, e e e 


„ ͤ - a 


| 


( 29.) 


CHAP. X11, How Reynard made his Confeſſien 
before the King, and was pardoned. 


RN, T Dw every one began to pitty po Reynard and 


wag done; then the For thus ſpake; Belp me ve 
Powers above, fo2 J ic nor one here, bur J have 
offended, yet was not this natural to me, for in 
my Beuth J was attounted as vertuous ag any 


living, this know , J uſed to play with Lambs all 


day, delighting in their petty bleating , tilt at tat 
biting one of them, J taſking rhe lwertnelg bt her 


Bled, that J never ſince could fo2bear it; this li⸗ 


quoriſh Humour dꝛew me to the Mods among the 
Goats hearing the bleating of the yeung Kids, J 
few one of them, and afterwards Leveral others: 
this made me fo hardy that J fell ta killing of Hens 


Geſe, and moſt other Pullen; thus my Wicked: | 


neſs fncreaſed, That all was Fiſh that cam: tomy 


Net: Aſter J ell into had Company as Iſegrim, who | 


befeched the King to grant his requeft, which | 


| 
{ 
* 
1 


| 


pꝛetending to be my Kinfman, we grew at laft lo in⸗ 


timate, that whole flouds of Thefrs and Slaugh⸗ 


- 


ters he taught mi; he ole the great thin zs, and 
I the fmall ; he murdered the Nobles and J the 


mean Subjects ; when he got @ Calf oz a Bam, he 


would hardly allow me the Bones to pitk: J ſpeak 
nar this, as thong wanted ir,fo2 it was well know, 
J had maze Plate and Jewels than ten Carts 
could carry. The King hearing of this infinite 


— — r—— 


FTrtalure, laid, Reynard where is that Treaſure | 


pou | 


Em) 


| pit fpake ol? the For anſwered, May it pleaſure 
ten | you my Lo, inded it was ſtoln, but had ir not 
| den ſtoln as it was, it might have coſt your Da: 
jeſties Like, which Heavens pꝛottft. , yen the 
ny | Mun hear'd this ſhe ffartcd, what fs this xu 
ich | fpake ol, J charge you dilcover it? to this rhe 
Pe (| For with a tad Countenance replyꝰd, J am wil. ing 
be | w to diſcharge my Conſtiente befoze J dye, *Tis true, 
in | the King was to have ben kiffed by his own Dul⸗ 
ny | ſs I mu# ꝛonteſs by ſome of my ntareſt Kindzed: | 
l At this tze Bing was much troubled, and laid, is 
it this true Reynard? you, know J habe but a ſhoꝛt time | 
cr | to live, and do you imagine J wonld diffemble ? 
1- upon this, the Mugen beſought the King to take 
5e | ſome pity of the Fox, till he had made a kull difes- 
J | veryof this Plot, which was ſen done: the For 
then p2oceeded .. May it pieaſe vou, my Father 
9 |. digging in the Ground, foundthe King's Treaſure, 
7: | which was infinite, he bring poſieft , he grew fo 
1 " p20u0 that he held in ſcon all the ret of rhe 25calfs 
o in the Wildcrnefs; at laſt he cauſed Tibert the Cat 
- | to go to Bruin the Bear in the Fozreſt of Arden 
» | to dv him Homage; and pꝛomiled to et the Crokn 
d | on Bruin's Head , which he was glad, berng very 
e | Ambitious ; then preſently he ſent fo2 his uke. and 
e 
I 


Wegrim the Molt and Tibert the Cat, where it was 
cancluded to murther your Majeſty, and to make 

ruin King, by the aſliſtante of my Father's great 
4 Kiches; and it hapned thar my Nephew Grim- 
> | bard being Munk with Wine diſcovered this 
; | Ddanmnable Plot to Dame Slopard his Wite, ts | 
1 her 


EW 3 
her upon her Life not to diſcover ft , but ſhe at | 
laſt diſcloſed it in confeſſion to my Mile „ with 
the like command of ſccreſie ; but ſhe diſcloſed it | 4 
to me, not being able to kep her own Counſcl | 
but charged me by the the Kings of Colen , not 
to diſcover it: It gricved me to think how: the | | 
Ravenous Bear ſhould diſpoſe you of your Roy» + 
al Thzone , but J being very defirous to find this , 
great Trea" ure which mp Father had hid, Jar f 
laſt by continual watching found it c::t , which | 
and my Wife' with great labour removed away; F 
thus the Plot being carried on with great ſe-⸗ F 
trety, and habing gathered a great Army together, 
truſting to be all paid out of niy Father's 'Treaury ' 
which J had found. All things being in veadineſs, . 
my Father went ts the Cave, but when he found 
ſc ranſackt, and all taken away, he fo2 madneſs 
hanged hinitelk, thus was Bruins [Treaſon dekcated. 
Oh my. dzead Soveraign, who is it hath hern 
greater Love to you then my ſclf ? the King and ; 
Quden hearing all this, and hoping to get this 
great Treaſure from Reynard, rcleaſed him from 
the Gibbit, and dcfired him to diſcover to him. 
where this great Treaſure lay; the Fox replyed, J 
had rather you ſhould have the Treaſure, then my 
Friends which lek my Life and would dcyour 
yours : then ſaid the Quæn, fear not Reynard, 
the King ſhall ſave your Like; then ſaid rhe King; 
Madam will you believe the For, know you not 
his Quality to [ve and Steal? now my drar Loꝛd, 
you may believe him, well Madam, fo2 this ie | 

| 


Y 


JS, % 


les) 


Said a”, ©, oy, 


* i ON 
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(#4 | 
| J will be ruled by you, and pardon him all his 
g Offences, with this pꝛoviſo, that if Le crer offend 
, again, he and all his Poſferity tail be deffcoyed, 
3 * 
Ae 4 AP. XIII. How the King forgave Repnard 
C | the Fox all his Faults, and made him the greateſt 
4 in his Land, and his return home wich all his Kin- 
* | *dred. , | 
ern the King told Reynard, tlat he ſtould,ovc 
r I him all Homage and Tury: and fo2 peur Dil: 
J | eoterics, J make you one of the Loꝛds ol my Coun⸗ 
> | ſe, take herd you do nothing unwozthy ok the great 
| Erol J fut in you, hoping you will do Juſtice to 
all perſons, and be a Star whole Tuſtce outſhines | 
7 all others, rtmembzing the Moꝛal vou tod me, and be 
a lavcr of Truth and Eguity; hentekozth Þ will be 
| Gov:rned by your Mil dom, and under me pou ſhall 
9. be Chick Gsvernour. | Ja. | 
All Reynards Frirnds [unbly rhankev the King, 
to the number of kozty, har ing rok their leaves of 
the King, went with the For who was as glad that 
bd he had [pod ſo will, habing cauſed 'Iibert the Cat 
N | and Bruin the Bear to be deſtroptd, who lougbt 
his Lite. Akter ſome Travel, they all arrived at 
his Caſtle of Male pardus where was great Feaſting 
and rejoyting at Reynard's god Foztune , they all 
at laſt cok thcir leabes of cach other, Kcyrard thanks 
ed them fo} their love and honvur to bim, pꝛoteſting 
ko; ever after to remain their kriend and tervant: 
ſthen they ſh yl hands and departed. 


Thus ends the Firſt Part. 
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